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Abstract 

This paper examined ecocritical symbols and motifs, environmental disasters, and historical events 

referenced in selected works of Amitav Ghosh. It focused on tide and river, storm and cyclone, ship and 

voyage, mangrove forest, tiger, river dolphin, snake and serpent, fire and heat, flood water, port and 

harbour, migration journey, soil and cultivation, myth and folklore, fog and uncertainty, and sea crossing. It 

also examined cyclones, floods, tidal surges, extreme heat and wildfires, climate instability, agricultural 

exploitation, coastal erosion, human wildlife conflict, dangerous sea voyages, resource exploitation, climate 

migration, biodiversity loss, urban flooding, and ecological displacement. The historical account included 

colonial opium cultivation, maritime trade expansion, the opium trade between India and China, colonial 

sea voyages and indentured migration, the Morichjhapi refugee crisis, Sundarbans conservation policies, 

increasing cyclonic activity, global climate change awareness, rising sea levels, wildfires, the 

Mediterranean migration crisis, biodiversity decline, globalization, and the Anthropocene environmental 

crisis. The analysis showed how symbols, disasters, and historical events were connected with ecological 

memory, human vulnerability, displacement, environmental exploitation, and ecological consciousness. 

1. Introduction 

Ecocritical literature was presented as literature capable of conveying real environmental dangers to 

readers. In the selected works, Amitav Ghosh connected historical settings, fiction, actual environmental 

conditions, and human responses. The environmental disasters discussed included cyclones, floods, tidal 

surges, extreme heat, wildfire, climate instability, agricultural exploitation, human wildlife conflict, 

dangerous sea voyages, resource exploitation, biodiversity loss, and ecological displacement. These events 

were connected with fear, migration, livelihood loss, ecological insecurity, cultural dislocation, and 

environmental vulnerability. 

2. Ecocritical Symbols and Motifs 

The selected works used multiple symbols and motifs to communicate the sovereignty of nature, ecological 

anxiety, historical memories, and human vulnerabilities. Mangrove forests and water received particular 

emphasis and represented destruction, movement, survival, regeneration, and transformation. The rhythmic 

movement of water represented the uneven and fragile existence of communities living in ecologically 

unstable environments. Dolphins and reptiles represented the vulnerability of important species, while 

folkloric motifs represented traditional environmental ethics and ecological memory. 

3. Water, Wildlife, Climate and Mythic Motifs 
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The tide and river represented uncertainty, transformation, and continuity. Storms and cyclones represented 

destruction and warning, while ships and voyages represented migration, trade, displacement, colonial 

expansion, and environmental exploitation. Mangrove forests represented protection and ecological 

complexity. Tigers represented ecological sovereignty and fear, while river dolphins represented ecological 

purity and endangered life. Snake and serpent imagery represented ecological warning and mythic 

continuity. Fire and heat represented ecological collapse and anxiety. Flood water represented displacement 

and destruction. Ports and harbours represented global exchange and environmental transition. Migration 

journeys represented survival and adaptation. Soil and cultivation represented livelihood and exploitation. 

Myth and folklore represented ecological memory and indigenous wisdom. Fog and uncertainty represented 

ecological anxiety, while sea crossings represented risk, exile, transformation, and environmental 

vulnerability. 

4. Environmental Disasters 

The Hungry Tide presented cyclones and tidal surges as forces associated with loss of life, displacement, 

fear, destruction of fragile coastal ecology, and alteration of mangrove ecosystems. Gun Island presented 

floods, extreme heat, wildfires, climate instability, coastal erosion, climate migration, and urban flooding. 

These were associated with rising waters, ecological uncertainty, environmental insecurity, habitat 

destruction, land loss, infrastructure crisis, social instability, and threats to urban civilization. The Ibis 

Trilogy presented dangerous sea voyages and resource exploitation through storm dominated maritime 

routes, labour exploitation, displacement, and environmental depletion. 

5. Historical Events and Ecological Context 

The selected works connected historical events with ecological contexts. Expansion of opium cultivation 

under colonial rule was associated with forced monoculture farming, land exploitation, rural poverty, and 

displacement. Maritime trade expansion in the Indian Ocean created spaces of ecological and economic 

exchange and was associated with migration and labour transportation. The opium trade between India and 

China was connected with resource extraction, agricultural transformation, economic dependency, imperial 

domination, and environmental exploitation. Colonial sea voyages and indentured migration were 

connected with unstable maritime ecology, exile, migration, and cultural dislocation. 

6. Morichjhapi, Conservation and Climate Change 

The Morichjhapi refugee crisis was associated with settlement in ecologically sensitive islands, violence, 

displacement, and the intersection of environmental politics with human rights. Sundarbans conservation 

policies involved wildlife protection, biodiversity management, and conflict between conservation and 

livelihood. Increasing cyclonic activity was associated with climatic instability, tidal destruction, ecological 

insecurity, and challenges to human permanence. Global climate change awareness was associated with 

rising temperatures, ecological disruption, and global anxiety regarding environmental collapse. 

7. Contemporary Ecological Crisis 

Rising sea levels and flooding of coastal cities were associated with coastal vulnerability, threats to urban 

civilization, and migration. Wildfires and extreme weather events represented global climatic imbalance, 

ecological fear, and displacement. The Mediterranean migration crisis was associated with climate affected 

migration routes, refugee movement, and humanitarian crisis. Biodiversity decline and habitat disturbance 

were associated with species vulnerability, ecological imbalance, and weakened ecosystem sustainability. 

Globalization and ecological interconnectedness represented worldwide ecological and economic linkages 
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and shared environmental vulnerability. The Anthropocene environmental crisis presented human activity 

as altering planetary systems and producing climate migration and ecological uncertainty. 

8. Conclusion 

The selected works connected environmental disasters, ecological symbols, and historical events with 

human vulnerability and ecological instability. Symbols and motifs gave narrative form to ecological 

consciousness, while disasters made environmental crisis visible through floods, cyclones, heat, wildfire, 

coastal erosion, biodiversity loss, and displacement. Historical events connected colonial economic 

systems, trade, migration, conservation, and environmental change. The combined representation showed 

ecological crisis as a condition affecting landscapes, species, livelihoods, migration, and human security. 

Table 1. Ecocritical Symbols and Motifs in the Selected Works of Amitav Ghosh 

Symbol / Motif Symbolic Meaning Ecological Concern 

Represented Associated Work Ecocritical 

Interpretation 

Tide / River Uncertainty, 
transformation, continuity 

Ecological instability and 
survival 

The Hungry Tide Nature governs human 

existence beyond human 
control 

Storm / Cyclone Destruction and warning Climate imbalance and 
environmental crisis 

Gun Island and The 
Hungry Tide 

Climatic disturbances 

symbolize ecological 
retaliation 

Ship / Voyage Migration, trade, 
displacement 

Colonial expansion and 
environmental exploitation 

Sea of Poppies Maritime movement 
reflects ecological and 

historical 
interconnectedness 

Mangrove Forest Protection and ecological 
complexity 

Fragile ecosystems and 
biodiversity 

The Hungry Tide Human survival depends 
upon ecological balance 

Tiger Ecological sovereignty and 
fear 

Human wildlife conflict The Hungry Tide Challenges anthropocentric 
domination 

River Dolphin Ecological purity and 
endangered life 

Biodiversity loss and 
habitat destruction 

The Hungry Tide Represents vulnerability of 
aquatic ecosystems 

Snake / Serpent Ecological warning and 
mythic continuity 

Disturbed natural balance Gun Island Nature communicates 
through symbolic 
ecological signs 

Fire / Heat Ecological collapse and 
anxiety 

Global warming and 
climate crisis 

Gun Island Anthropocene fear 

becomes visible through 
environmental extremes 

Flood Water Displacement and 
destruction 

Rising sea levels and 
climate migration 

Gun Island Water becomes a force of 
ecological transformation 

Port / Harbour Global exchange and 
environmental transition 

Colonial commerce and 
maritime ecology 

Ibis Trilogy Trade networks reshape 
both ecology and culture 

Migration Journey Search for survival and 
adaptation 

Climate displacement and 
ecological insecurity 

Gun Island Environmental crisis 
produces global human 
movement 

Soil / Cultivation Livelihood and 
exploitation 

Agricultural monoculture 
and colonial extraction 

Sea of Poppies Land becomes a site of 

ecological and economic 
exploitation 

Myth / Folklore Ecological memory and 
indigenous wisdom 

Traditional environmental 
ethics 

The Hungry Tide and Gun 
Island 

Myths preserve ecological 

consciousness across 
generations 

Fog / Uncertainty Ecological anxiety and 
confusion 

Climate unpredictability Gun Island Reflects instability of the 

modern ecological 
condition 

Sea Crossing Risk, exile, transformation Migration and 
environmental 
vulnerability 

Ibis Trilogy and Gun 
Island 

Water journeys symbolize 
ecological displacement 
and historical continuity 
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Table 2. Environmental Disasters Referenced in the Selected Works of Amitav Ghosh 

Environmental 

Disaster Nature of Disaster Associated Work Human Impact Ecological 

Consequence 
Ecocritical 

Interpretation 

Cyclones Violent tropical 

storms and tidal 
destruction 

The Hungry Tide Loss of life, 
displacement, fear 

Destruction of fragile 
coastal ecology 

Nature asserts its 
uncontrollable power 

Floods Rising waters and 
submergence of 
settlements 

Gun Island Climate migration and 
urban vulnerability 

Erosion of ecological 
stability 

Climate crisis 
threatens civilization 

Tidal Surges Sudden tidal 
invasions in deltaic 
regions 

The Hungry Tide Destruction of homes 
and livelihoods 

Alteration of 
mangrove ecosystems 

Human survival 
remains dependent on 
ecological rhythms 

Extreme Heat and 
Wildfires 

Abnormal climatic 

conditions and rising 
temperatures 

Gun Island Anxiety, migration, 

environmental 
insecurity 

Disturbance in 

biodiversity and 
climate systems 

Anthropocene crisis 
becomes visible 

Climate Instability Unpredictable 

weather patterns and 
seasonal disruption 

Gun Island Ecological 

uncertainty and 
displacement 

Collapse of natural 

environmental cycles 
Human induced 

climate change affects 
planetary balance 

Agricultural 
Exploitation 

Ecological 

degradation through 
monoculture farming 

Sea of Poppies Rural poverty and 
forced labour 

Soil exhaustion and 
ecological imbalance 

Colonial economy 

exploits both people 
and environment 

Coastal Erosion Gradual 

disappearance of 
coastal land 

Gun Island Threat to settlements 
and heritage spaces 

Habitat destruction 
and land loss 

Rising sea levels 

reshape human 
geography 

Human Wildlife 
Conflict 

Encroachment into 
animal habitats 

The Hungry Tide Fear, violence, 
ecological tension 

Disturbance of 
biodiversity balance 

Human intrusion 
disrupts ecological 
coexistence 

Dangerous Sea 
Voyages 

Storm dominated 
maritime routes 

Ibis Trilogy Death, migration 
trauma, exile 

Oceanic ecological 
unpredictability 

Nature challenges 
imperial mobility 

Resource Exploitation Colonial extraction 
and commercial 

expansion 

Ibis Trilogy Labour exploitation 
and displacement 

Environmental 
depletion across 

colonies 

Economic greed 
accelerates ecological 

destruction 

Climate Migration Forced movement due 

to environmental 
crisis 

Gun Island Refugee crisis and 
cultural dislocation 

Pressure on ecological 
and urban systems 

Climate change 

creates new forms of 
displacement 

Biodiversity Loss Decline of species 

and ecological 
habitats 

The Hungry Tide Weakening of 

ecological 
relationships 

Threat to ecosystem 
sustainability 

Human activity 

endangers non human 
life 

Urban Flooding Flooded streets and 
submerged cities 

Gun Island Infrastructure crisis 
and social instability 

Increased ecological 
vulnerability of cities 

Modern urban 

civilization faces 
ecological collapse 

Ecological 
Displacement 

Communities forced 

away from traditional 
habitats 

All selected works Cultural 

fragmentation and 
insecurity 

Transformation of 
ecological identity 

Environmental crisis 

reshapes human 
history 

 

Table 3. Timeline of Historical Events Referenced in the Selected Works of Amitav Ghosh 

Historical Period / 

Event Approximate Time Associated Work 
Ecological or 

Environmental 

Context 

Human 

Consequence 
Ecocritical 

Relevance 

Expansion of Opium 
Cultivation under 
Colonial Rule 

Early 19th Century Sea of Poppies Forced monoculture 
farming and land 
exploitation 

Rural poverty and 
displacement 

Colonial economy 
reshapes ecological 
systems 

Maritime Trade 
Expansion in the 
Indian Ocean 

19th Century Ibis Trilogy Intensive sea trade 
and ecological 
circulation 

Migration and labour 
transportation 

Oceans become 
spaces of ecological 

and economic 
exchange 

Opium Trade between 
India and China 

19th Century Ibis Trilogy Resource extraction 

and agricultural 

Economic 

dependency and 

Environmental 

exploitation linked 
with colonial 
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transformation imperial domination capitalism 

Colonial Sea Voyages 

and Indentured 
Migration 

19th Century Sea of Poppies Human dependence 

on unstable maritime 
ecology 

Exile, migration, 

cultural dislocation 
Sea routes shape 

ecological and 
historical movement 

Morichjhapi Refugee 
Crisis 

1978 to 1979 The Hungry Tide Settlement in 

ecologically sensitive 
islands 

Violence and 

displacement of 
refugees 

Environmental 

politics intersects with 
human rights 

Sundarbans 
Conservation Policies 

Late 20th Century The Hungry Tide Wildlife protection 

and biodiversity 
management 

Conflict between 

conservation and 
livelihood 

Questions ecological 

justice and human 
survival 

Increasing Cyclonic 
Activity in Coastal 
Regions 

Late 20th Century 
onwards 

The Hungry Tide Climatic instability 
and tidal destruction 

Ecological insecurity 
in coastal 
communities 

Nature challenges 
human permanence 

Global Climate 
Change Awareness 

Late 20th to 21st 
Century 

Gun Island Rising temperatures 
and ecological 
disruption 

Global anxiety 
regarding 

environmental 
collapse 

Anthropocene 
consciousness 
emerges 

Rising Sea Levels and 

Flooding of Coastal 
Cities 

21st Century Gun Island Flooding and coastal 
vulnerability 

Threat to urban 

civilization and 
migration 

Climate crisis 

transforms modern 
landscapes 

Wildfires and 

Extreme Weather 
Events 

Contemporary Period Gun Island Global climatic 
imbalance 

Ecological fear and 
displacement 

Environmental 

catastrophe becomes 
global 

Mediterranean 
Migration Crisis 

Contemporary Period Gun Island Climate affected 
migration routes 

Refugee movement 
and humanitarian 
crisis 

Environmental 
instability drives 
migration 

Biodiversity Decline 

and Habitat 
Disturbance 

Contemporary Period The Hungry Tide and 
Gun Island 

Species vulnerability 

and ecological 
imbalance 

Weakening of 

ecosystem 
sustainability 

Human activity 

threatens ecological 
coexistence 

Globalization and 

Ecological 
Interconnectedness 

Modern Era All selected works Worldwide ecological 

and economic 
linkages 

Shared environmental 
vulnerability 

Ecological crises 

transcend national 
boundaries 

Anthropocene 
Environmental Crisis 

Contemporary Era Gun Island Human activity 

altering planetary 
systems 

Climate migration and 
ecological uncertainty 

Humanity emerges as 
a geological force 
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